Scenario C

     A study was conducted to examine the relationship between 3 variables: spirituality, family support, and dealing with past issues as it affected completion of substance abuse treatment for women. The women were randomly selected from 5 different urban area substance abuse treatment centers geographically located north, east, west, south and central U.S, and were surveyed to identify the factors which influenced their completion of therapy.  A total of 600 questionnaires were sent out: 300 to Caucasian women who completed treatment and 300 to African American women who had completed treatment. 

      The questionnaires had been pretested and follow-up letters were sent out to all the women.  The women were of similar economic status and age.  No surveys were sent to those women who had not completed the program in the year 2000 or did not have similar economic or age status.  A nonparametric test was used to evaluate the results.  Of the 300 questionnaires sent to the Caucasian population 213 were returned, and 231 were returned from the African American women.  The results showed that the most significant factor relating to the completion of therapy for the Caucasian women was the ability to deal with their past history.  For the African American women, however, their most significant factor was spirituality.

Answers to Scenario C

What kind of research design is this?

 This is a correlation research design because a relationship is being studied between two or more variables.

To what group could the results of this research be generalized?

Because the sample being studied was randomly selected and the sample size was relatively large, I could comfortably generalize these findings to the target group.

Identify the external and internal threats in this study

Population validity –no threat, because the sample was randomly selected

Personalogical Data- even though the study mention age and economic similarities, I would consider this to be a threat because there was no mention of whether: the women had dependent children living in or outside the home, whether they were married or single, whether they were court ordered to participate in treatment, or whether they completed high school or had any college experience.

Appropriate Use of Inferential Statistics - Since a non-parametric test was used to analyze the data, this would be the most appropriate statistic if the data generated by the questionnaire were discrete.  If the questionnaire generated continuous, then the most appropriate statistic would have been a parametric statistic.

Mortality-no threat because over two thirds completed the study.

Are there any ethical problems with the study?
 No glaring problems that I see.  The women were not harmed in any way.

